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- Bill Authorizes Two Indian Water Betflement Agreements in Northern MNew Mexico -

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Senators Pete Domenici and Jeff Bingaman, as well as Representative Tom Lidal,
today introduced legislation lo authorize setiements for two long-standing Indian water rghts ceses in northem
Mew Maxico,

The Asmodt and Taos Puablo Indian Water Rights Setilement Act of 2008 (5.33481) introduced in bath the
Senate and House Thursday, would resolve Indian water rights claims sssociated with the R Pojeague Basin
(Aamodt) and the Taos Pueblo Indian VWater Rights Satiemant (Absyia case).

The legisiation is based on yaars of anensive negotiaffons between many partes, Including Indian, iocal, state
gnd federal partiss. Tha outcome of those talks will Bssure water ressurces for the pushios while providing for
tha curent and future water needs of non-indian interests in north-central New Mexioo.

*Thesa negotiated setiements demonstrate thel mulliple parties can successiully work together 1o beat
determine how to allocale scarce waler supplies smong diverse parties in a way thal ensufes thal ow
nhbgahmnhﬂ-apu-hhtam met and that they, alang with other users. will have safe and reliable walsr
systems.” Domenic said. “This bill sats the siage for the next Congress to enact these seffements, which will
elso improve the ability of Mew Mexdco to effectively undartaks water rights planning in the near and long-term
fuuars *

“These water claims languished for decades in federal courl, leaving Now Moscans uncertain ebout the future,”
Bingaman said. “This legisiation would anact into law the negotiated satiements that pusblos, local
government and other interested parties have worked so hard 1o produce.”

“This legislation is evidence that all of the groups end cultives that depend on New Mexico's 8CBICE WaleS
supply can come together and find solutions to our comman challenges,” said Udall. 1 was pleasad to work
with pueblos, historic acequia assodations and growing communities to develop this mutually beneficial plan
for New Mexico's future. This legislation will set & precedent of respect and compromise—a precedent that will
help us move into the future with wedl established parinerships and & commitment lo consarve and manage aur
vital resources to the benefit of all.”

The bipartisan lagisiation would authorize the Secretary of the [nterkor, acting theough the Commissioner of
Reclamation, o develop water infrastructure in the Rio Grande Basin, and to approve the settiement of the
wizler rights claims of the Nambé, Pojoagque, San lldefonso, Tesuqus and Tass pusblos.

The Asmodt setiement includes the constructon of a regional water sysiem in and around Santa Fe County
that will banefit the pusblos and their non-pusblo neighbors. Project construction plus other benefits to the
puebios are sxpecied 1o cost the Federal government appioximately 5160 milion vathin the next decads. The
staie of Mew Mexico and Santa Fe County are expected to contribute approximately 570 milkon fowards the
cost of the project.

Implemanting the Teos Satfiement requires funding & number of small projocts tp help improve waler use
efficiency, groundwater management; and imprave water guality in the Taos Valley. The pueblo will alsa
receive direct funding o manage s waler resowces. In total, the Taoe seilement s expected to cost the
Federal government approximately $114 million. The state of New Mexico i expecled fo contribute
approximately $15 million 1o the affort,

The Aamodt-Abeyta setiement legislation represents two of the three pending Indian water setliemeants
pending in Mew Maxico. In April, the lawmakers introduced legisiation to autherize the seitlement reachad 1o
reaplve the Navajo Nabon's water rights claims m the San Juan River Basin,



